
OLVER VOWS TO KEEP FIGHTING FOR AMTRAK

  
           WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District)             vowed today to keep fighting for more funding for Amtrak to keep             the national passenger rail system running.

           "We should provide the financing that Amtrak needs," Olver said. "Amtrak           is held to an unfair standard that no other rail system in the world           is held to. No large private or public intercity passenger rail system           in the world has been profitable or been able to survive without public           subsidies. When national governments no longer want to subsidize intercity           rail service, the rail service disappears." 

           Olver, the ranking member on the Transportation-Treasury           Subcommittee of Appropriations, planned to offer an amendment on the           House floor yesterday to fund Amtrak at $1.2 billion for fiscal year           2005. The amendment would have increased Amtrak funding by $300 million           over the $900 million funding level supported by the Bush Administration.           However, the opportunity to use the amendment process on the House           floor was lost when the House of Representatives zeroed out the account           for Amtrak in the House Transportation-Treasury Appropriations bill,           during a committee jurisdictional fight between two Republican chairmen.

                             Olver pledged to fight in conference committee to                             increase funding for Amtrak. He will serve on the                             conference committee charged with reconciling the                             House and Senate versions of the Transportation-Treasury                             Appropriations bill.

                             Olver warned that Amtrak could go out of business                             if it receives only $900 million, which represents                             a 25 percent cut. "At this level, there should                             be no surprise next spring when Amtrak must curtail                             services," Olver said.

                             Congress has given Amtrak $1.2 billion in 2004, $1.3                             billion in 2003, and an average of $ 1.1 billion                             in each of the last five years. "Even so, Amtrak                             has deferred maintenance of critical capital investments,                             particularly on the Northeast Corridor," Olver                             said.

                             Olver added that for the past two years, under the                             leadership of CEO David Gunn, Amtrak has kept its                             operating costs flat. It has not had to borrow money                             and has not come to Congress for any bailouts. In                             fact, it has finished the last two years with money                             in the bank, he said. 

                             "David Gunn has done what his predecessors promised                             to do, but never did - lower costs, reduce                             headcount, and rebuild the railroad," Olver                             said. "Amtrak is working against time to reverse                             years of under-funding and under-investment in its                           infrastructure."
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